
A [REVISED] roadmap toward re-opening  
 
Thank you to everyone for your honest feedback to our re-opening plans as published on the 
blog a couple weeks ago. Based on your feedback and with the newly announced Manitoba 
Safe Reopening Plan Phase 3 being announced we have adapted our roadmap and are pleased 
to announce June 21 as our “go live” date for Phase 2 of The Bridge Church COVID strategy. 
 

Roadmap to Reopening  
The Bridge Church 
 
 

 PHASE 1 (MARCH 22) PHASE 2 (JUNE 21) PHASE 3 (TBD) 
GATHERING 
SIZE 

<10 People 
Physical Distancing (2m) 

<50 People 
Physical Distancing (2m) 

<150 People 
No Physical Distancing 

WORSHIP 
SERVICE 
FORMAT 

Recorded, 
broadcasted online 

Recorded, broadcasted 
online 

Recorded Live 
delayed online broadcast 

WORSHIP 
GATHERINGS 

Private, at home 
No communion 

Sunday Morning Viewing 
Parties with communion 
service. 

Public worship resumes 

CONDITIONS 
ON PUBLIC 
GATHERING 
ATTENDANCE 

No public gatherings • No singing 
• Must complete health 

questionnaire before 
entering building 

• No travel outside of Western 
Canada in last 14 days 

• Must sanitize hands upon 
entry 

• Minimum 3 seats between 
members of different family 
units 

• RSVP with Church office to 
reserve a place by Thursday 
 

• Must sanitize hands upon 
entry 

• No one who is showing 
symptoms of COVID 19 will 
be admitted into the building 

 

SMALL 
GROUPS/ 
MINISTRY 
GROUPS 

Group video chat only 
(i.e. Zoom, etc.) 

Indoor/outdoor gatherings/ 
Limited church building 
usage 

Home gatherings 
Regular church building 
usage 

KIDS 
MINISTRY 

Online lessons to be 
taught at home 

Online lessons to be taught 
at home 

TBD 

STAFF 
AVAILABILITY 

Church office closed, 
staff working from 
home 

Normal business Normal business 

 
 



Beginning on June 21 we are opening up the church building for what we are calling “Sunday 
Morning Viewing Parties + Communion.” These are opportunities for people who feel safe and 
healthy to gather together on Sunday mornings in the auditorium to share the fellowship of the 
church while engaging with the same online service that the rest of the congregation will be 
participating with at home. The auditorium will be set up to facilitate physical distancing 
between family groups and those who attend will have the opportunity to receive communion 
together after the video service ends. 
 
As you can well imagine, opening up the building for these types of events does not mean that 
we are back to business as usual—quite the opposite. There will be many changes and 
concessions to the current public health order that will limit the things that we might normally 
associate with church attendance. For example: Those in attendance will not be permitted to 
sing in worship. The public health office has identified group singing as a “super-spreader” 
activity and advises against groups engaging in it. Another example is that we will also be 
strictly enforcing a no handshaking/hugging rule at the service. I know that this may seem cold 
and unnatural to many of you, but it is the price of being able to open at all. 
 
With these (and other) restrictions in place, you may wonder if it is even worth gathering at all? 
In some ways you can do more by remaining at home and watching online. We concede that 
this is true, depending on what you value most about your church experience. There will be no 
judgment passed at all on those who choose for the next season to continue worshipping from 
home, and the online-first model will continue to be where our efforts are invested. But many 
of you expressed a strong desire to be together—no matter the limitations—and we are trying 
to find the best way to honour both groups by opening up for these events. 
 
Because gathering restrictions are still in place (50 people max indoors), and because putting on 
an event like this requires some volunteers to make things run, we will be capping public 
attendance at 45, and requiring everyone to RSVP to the church office no later than the 
Thursday before the Sunday to reserve a spot. Our initial feedback from you leads us to believe 
that this sort of open-registration model will be more than adequate for the next phase of re-
opening to accommodate everyone that wants to attend. If demand exceeds capacity, we will 
work out an ad-hoc rotation to make sure that everyone who wants to attend has the 
opportunity to attend. Please be patient with us as we find the right balance. 
 
Thanks for your feedback, and your anticipated support in getting things open once again. I for 
one, cannot wait to see you! 
 
Blessings, 
Pastor Chris on behalf of the Board of Elders. 
 
 
 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
  

• How healthy do I have to be to attend church? Public guidance on the matter 
encourages public places to ask people to complete a self-health assessment before 
gathering. We will be asking you to answer a series of questions before attending, and 
we are trusting that you will demonstrate good self-awareness and decision making in 
these matters. The questionnaire is attached as an appendix to this document. 
  

• With physical distancing guidelines, will people who attend church on their own be 
further isolated by attending? The safe advice for church gatherings is to keep people 
clustered in household groups with ample space between them. In the case of extended 
family units in different households that have been already gathering and interacting 
since the beginning of the provincial phase 2, we will permit those larger family groups 
to sit together if they so desire. 
 

• What can we do for parents of young children? Unfortunately, at this time, we are not 
equipped to provide any programming during the watch parties for kids. We will have a 
couple of tables set up at the back of the auditorium with activity carts available to be 
used at parents’ discretion. Children—and all the disruption they bring—are 100% 
welcome in these environments and you can count on the community to be patient if 
your child is a little more distracted than usual. 
 

• What about singing? One of the core experiences of public worship is singing together 
as the Body of Christ and yet almost unanimously public health officials around the 
world have singled out corporate singing as an especially egregious vector of 
transmission for the virus. The best advice we have is that for now precautions should 
be taken to mitigate the risk.  
 

• How will we limit attendance effectively? The Sunday Morning Watch Parties + 
Communion will be exclusively RSVP events. The guest list will be closed at the end of 
business on Thursday and no one who is not on the weekly list will be granted access to 
the building. Hosts will greet you at the door upon entry and 5 minutes after the service 
begins the doors will be locked. 
 

• How will we safely celebrate communion? Back at the start of the pandemic we 
proactively ordered a supply of self-contained, sterile communion packets. We will 
instruct you how to use them when you arrive for the service, but great care has been 
taken to consider and implement healthy procedures for celebrating together. 



COVID-19
NOVEL CORONAVIRUS
Keep yourself, and your community, 

safe from COVID-19:  
Have symptoms? Get tested today.

While some restrictions are likely to be lifted over time, 
COVID-19 remains in Manitoba

• Keep at least six feet away from people outside
of your household.

• Wash hands regularly and for 20 seconds each time
and dry thoroughly.

• Regularly disinfect surfaces at home or at work.
• ALWAYS remain home and away from others if you are feeling unwell.

Public Health Factsheet

If you have symptoms associated with COVID-19 
you should be tested.

Symptoms can include new onset of:

Any one of: Two or more of 
the following:

OR
• fever
• cough
• sore throat/hoarse voice
• shortness of breath
• loss of smell or taste
• vomiting or diarrhea for more

than 24 hours
• poor feeding (in an infant)

• runny nose
• muscle aches
• pink-eye
• fatigue
• headache
• skin rash of unknown cause
• nausea or loss of appetite

Find your closest testing location by visiting manitoba.ca/covid19/locations.html

Questions? Call Health Links – Info Santé at 204-788-8200 | 1-888-315-9257 
www.Manitoba.ca/covid19

https://manitoba.ca/covid19/locations.html
https://www.gov.mb.ca/covid19/

