
So you want to get baptized? What do I do next? 

1. Don’t Delay 
As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What 

can stand in the way of my being baptized?” And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and 

the eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

Acts 8:37-38 

 

Too often we fall into the unbiblical belief that baptism is something that we need to be ready for, or 

that we need to prepare for. The reality of the situation is that in the bible baptism is always seen as the 

beginning of a person’s faith journey. We have a tendency to wait far too long to engage in this 

fundamental act of Christian obedience and discipleship than almost anyone who was baptized in the 

Bible! 

 

“I am convinced that our common evangelical baptismal practice runs contrary to our biblical convictions 

that baptism is the immediate and non-negotiable response to the call of God on the life of the believer. 

One cannot separate coming to faith in Christ from the divinely ordained act that serves as the legitimate 

manifestation of that change in the life of the convert as [Gordon T.] Smith reminds us, “[b]aptism and 

conversion are linked, and the church is most effective in its witness to the meaning of baptism and the 

power of conversion when baptism is very intentionally spoken of as integral to rather than subsequent to 

conversion.”  Certainly faith precedes baptism in some way, but it does not thrive, blossom or grow when 

separated from it. Too often we make faith into some sort of unbiblical abstraction that stands on its own, 

as James reminds us faith without a manifestation in action is no faith at all, baptism is the manifestation 

of a saving faith. What are we to say about a faith that refuses the gift of baptism? Or even one that 

delays it without good cause? Is it really faith at all or are we fooling ourselves with religious platitudes of 

belief that aren't any deeper than the words that encapsulate them?” 

-C. Smith: Theology of Baptism (2013) 

 

2. Don’t get anxious 
In him you were also circumcised with a circumcision not performed by human hands. Your whole 

self ruled by the flesh was put off when you were circumcised by Christ, having been buried with him 

in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through your faith in the working of God, who 

raised him from the dead. 

Colossians 2:11-12 

 

Your baptism does not depend on you – it depends on Christ. Baptism is not something that we do for 

God it is something that God does for us, and which we receive with grateful hearts from him and 

respond to. Apart from this gracious movement of God toward humanity, baptism is simply taking a 

bath. There is nothing you can do, when you have a heart’s desire is to obey God and respond to his act 

of love that can mess up your baptism! 

 



Too often people are either frightened by the commitment that baptism represents, or are frightened 

that they are not spiritual enough, or are frightened about what people will think about a mature 

Christian who hasn’t yet been baptized. None of these reasons make any sense to the person who is 

responding out of love to God. Baptism as is said is an initiation, not a graduation; it is the start of a 

journey of faith not the culmination of one. And for those who feel shame at not yet having been 

baptized – the best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago, but the second best time is today. Don’t let the 

ideal be the enemy of the very, very good. 

 

3. Do reflect on your testimony 
But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you 

to give the reason for the hope that you have. 

1 Peter 3:15 

 

One of the things we ask of our baptismal candidates is that they give a testimony of how they came to 

be standing in the tank for their baptism. We believe that baptisms are a perfect opportunity to share 

the good news about what Jesus has done for each and every one of us. People are mysteriously 

receptive to the movement of the Spirit in a baptismal service and we want to take that opportunity to 

drive home the message of the Gospel to everyone in attendance. We also understand baptism to be a 

public profession of our faith in Jesus Christ so we ask all of our candidates to make that profession 

personal by way of a 2-4 minute testimony. 

 

Here are some helpful hints in preparing your testimony for your baptism: 

1. In order to keep within the allotted time, we ask that you write out your story and time how long 

it takes you to read it aloud.  

2. Ask God to give you wisdom and guidance.   (James 1:5-6) 

3. Describe life before knowing Christ, how you came to believe in Christ, some of the benefits or 

changes since you received Christ and why you wish to be baptized. 

4. Give enough detail to have others associate with your experience. 

5. Be realistic.  Christ does not eliminate all the problems of life, but He is with you to help. 

6. Emphasize the benefits of a relationship with God, such as:  God’s love; forgiveness; freedom 

from fear; assurance of eternal life, or whatever is meaningful to you. 

7. Avoid making statements which reflect negatively on any church, other organization, or people. 

8. Avoid speaking of other denominations in a derogatory way. 

9. Avoid describing any sordid details of your sinful past.  The major emphasis should be on what 

God has done for you, not what you have done in the past. 

 

4. Prepare for possible spiritual attack 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take 

your stand against the devil’s schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the 

rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil 

in the heavenly realms. 

Ephesians 6:10-12 

 



Many people who have been baptized tell stories of facing increased spiritual attack leading up to and 

immediately following their baptism. This shouldn’t be a surprise to anyone who reads the Bible 

because we know that that is exactly what Jesus faced after his baptism. The powers of darkness don’t 

take well to Christians who are serious about following Christ’s instructions and so they will make 

attempts to weaken your resolve or question your commitment. Don’t give those voices the time of 

Day. Remember that we are more than conquerors when we are in Jesus Christ. (Romans 8) 

 

5. Get ready to get wet 
Come to church on your baptismal Sunday ready to get wet. Wear appropriate attire for the occasion 

(swimsuits under t-shirts and shorts are recommended) bring a towel and a change of clothes for after 

the baptism. Ladies make sure you aren’t wearing any water-soluble mascara before the baptism and be 

aware that we practice full-immersion baptism – which means you will get wet from head to toe! 
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